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ANNEXURE-A

Accused:

A1: Unknown Official(s) of CMDA 
and Housing and Urban 
Development Department.

A2:Mr.R.Srimanikandan,
Formerly, Vice President(Administration)& Real Estate Officer, Cognizant India, 
Chennai.

A3: Mr.T.SridharThiruvengadam, 
Formerly, Chief Operating Officer, Cognizant India, Chennai.

A4: M/s. Cognizant Technology solutions Pvt. Ltd., India

A5: Mr.V.Ramesh,
Formerly Construction Division Head, M/s.L&T, Chennai,

A6. Mr.K.Kannan,
Formerly Business Unit Head of L&T, Chennai.
Resigned in 2018.

A7. Mr.M.V.Sathish,
Formerly Executive Vice President and Head Building and Factories, L&T 
Chennai.
Presently, Member of the Board &Senior Executive Vice- President, L&T.

A8. Mr.S.N.Subramanian, 
Formerly, Construction Head, 
L&T, Chennai
Presently, Head of Larson& Toubro, India.

A9: M/s. Larsen & Toubro Ltd.
India and others.

.4- S.
Deputy Superintendent of Police 
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption 

Chennai City-111 
Alandur, Chennai-600 016



Chennai V&AC, Chennai City-Ill Cr.No.2/AC/2023/CC-lll FIR continuation 
(Column -12):-

Today on 20.03.2023 at H.OOhrs, as per the DVAC Memorandum in DE 

22/2021/CMDA/HQ dated 13.03.2023, I am registering a case in Chennai V&AC, 

Chennai City-Ill, Cr.No.2/AC/2023/CC-lll, u/s. 120B IPC and 7,12,13(2) r/w13(1)(d) 

of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 against Unknown Officials of Chennai 

Metropolitan Development Authority(CMDA) and Housing and Urban Development 

department and 8 others.

Prior approval was accorded to register a Regular case by the Principal 

Secretary to Government, Housing and Urban Development Department, 

Secretariat, Chennai-9 in Letter No.14837/UD3(2)/2022-1, dated 09.09.2022.

The details of the case run as follows:-

Accused:

A1: Unknown Official(s) of CMDA 
and Housing and Urban 
Development Department.

A2:Mr.R.Srimanikandan, 
Formerly, Vice 
President(Administration)& Real 
Estate Officer, Cognizant India, 
Chennai.

A3: Mr.T.SridharThiruvengadam, 
Formerly, Chief Operating 
Officer, Cognizant India, Chennai.

A4: M/s. Cognizant Technology 
solutions Pvt. Ltd., India

A5: Mr.V.Ramesh,
Formerly Construction Division Head, 

M/s. L&T, Chennai,

A6. Mr.K.Kannan, 
Formerly Business Unit Head of 
L&T, Chennai.
Resigned in 2018.

A7. Mr.M.V.Sathish, 
Formerly Executive Vice 
President and Head Building and 
Factories, L&T Chennai.

Based on the detailed enquiry conducted into 

the allegation that during the period from 2011 

to 2016, the marginally noted accused A2 

Srimanikandan, then Vice-President, 

Administration &Real Estate Officer of 

Cognizant India, Chennai and A3 Sridhar 

Thiruvengadam, then Chief Operating Officer 

of Cognizant India, Chennai conspired 

together with A5Ramesh, Construction Head, 

M/s. L&T, Chennai to bribe the officials of 

CMDA and others in order to get planning 

permit approval for the construction of largest 

IT buildings of A4 M/s cognizant Technology 

Solutions, constructed by A9 M/s L&T, 

Chennai and in pursuance of the conspiracy 

CTS obtained Planning Permit through L&T 

and thereby the unknown Official(s) of CMDA 

and Housing and Urban Development 

Department have obtained pecuniary 

advantage from the accused A5Ramesh on
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Presently, Member of the Board 
&Senior Executive Vice- 
President, L&T.

A8. Mr.S.N.Subramanian, 
Formerly, Construction Head, 
L&T, Chennai
Presently, Head of Larson& 
Toubro, India.

A9: M/s. Larsen & Toubro Ltd.
India and others.

behalf of CTS represented by the marginally 

noted accused A2 and A3 namely, 

Srimanikandan and Sridhar Thiruvengadam.

The unknown Official(s) of CMDA and 

Housing and Urban Development Department 

are public servants under section 2 (c) of the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

A4 M/s Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS) India Ltd., constructed a 

largest building facility called “KITS Campus” at Special Economic Zone (SEZ), 

Sholinganallur, Chennai through its contractor A9 M/s Larson & Toubro (called L&T) 

during the period between 2011 and 2016.

The Planning Permit was a statutory approval that was required prior to the 

commencement of construction of the KITS Campus. Despite that requirement, A4 

CTS applied for Planning Permit on 07.02.2013, after the commencement of the 

construction of 14 months. The Member Secretary, CMDA after a lapse of 8 months 

has sent the file to the Government for approval on 01.11.2013, a required step in 

obtaining the Planning Permit for IT buildings. The file in-turn was sent to the office 

of the Minister for Housing and Urban Development on 14.11.2013. The planning 

permit was approved by the Minister on 26.06.2014, after a lapse of nearly 7 months, 

by that time the construction was commenced and 40% of construction was 

completed.

Tr.Nandakumar, Project Manager and Tr.Nagasubramanian, Assistant 

Manager of L&T, who have coordinated with CTS and CMDA, disclosed that the 

Planning Permit application reached Secretariat in November 2013 and was pending 

with the Ministry till June 2014. The Planning Permit file was pending with the then 

Minister for Housing and Urban Development from 14.11.2013 to till 26.06.2014, who 

later on approved the Planning Permit on 26.06.2014.

In the meantime, on 07.03.2014 the marginally noted accused A2 

Srimanikandan, being the Real Estate officer of CTS, India, Chennai informed the 

CTS president namely, Tr.Gordon J. Coburn, USA that the marginally noted accused 

A5 Ramesh, construction head of L&T informed that an amount of Rs. 12 crores is 
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required to meet the demand of bribe by the CMDA officials in order to expedite the 

approval of planning permit.

The scrutiny of e-mail communications between A9 L&T and A4 CTS show 

the active connivance of the marginally noted accused A6.K. Kannan, Business Unit 

Head, A7.M.V.Sathish, Executive Vice President and Head Building and Factories 

and A8.S.N.Subramanian, Construction Head of L&T in the demand and 

engagement of third party liaison consultant to handover the demanded bribe 

amount to the officials of CMDA or the officials of Housing and Urban Development 

department to get the Planning Permit.The accused A5Ramesh, being head of 

construction division and the cutting edge level official to communicate the decision 

of A6 to A8,to A2 Srimanikandan on the every development of the obtainment of 

Planning Permit. The e-mail communications dt.12.03.2014, 21.04.2014 and 

20.05.2014 would show that the top officials A6, A7&A8of L&T were in the 

conspiracy theory ofthe bribe demand and in the engage of Liaison Consultant to 

process the approval.

In continuation of the said demand information, the marginally noted accused 

A2 Srimanikandan and A3 SridharThiruvengadam, Vice-President of CTS, India, 

Chennai again discussed about the demand of bribe with Tr.Gordon J. Coburn, 

President of CTS, USA and Tr.Steven E. Schwartz, Chief Legal Officer of Cognizant, 

USA through Video conferencing on 21.04.2014 and 22.04.2014. In the conference 

Tr.Gordon J. Coburn, Tr.Steven E. Schwartz authorized Srimanikandan and Sridhar 

Thiruvengadam to ask L&T to pay the said bribe, which would be later reimbursed by 

CTS through variation bills/invoices at the end of the construction project.

The decision taken through video conferencing on 21.04.2014 and 

22.04.2014 was conveyed to the accused A5Ramesh by the accused A2 

Srimanikandan, for which A5Ramesh agreed. Consequently, on 17.05.2014 A5 

Ramesh e-mailed Srimanikandan stating that, they are going ahead with the 

approval of planning permission and specifically mentioned not to inform the site 

team and others about this except for the top management of CTS, if required so. 

Later, on 20.05.2014, Srimanikandan sent an e-mail to Tr.Gordon J. Coburn 

apprised him that A5 Ramesh informed him that they have appointed a new Liaison 

Consultant to process the approval and he was confident to get the approval at the 

end of the month of May or early June.
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Lastly, on 30.06.2014 A8Tr.Ramesh forwarded a copy of the approved 

Planning Permit to A2 Srimanikandan by way of confirmation that the approval was 

obtained by L&T after meeting of the demand of bribe. Consequently, A2 

Srimanikandan has forwarded the G.O to Tr.Gordon J. Coburn through an e-mail, 

dt.30.06.2014. The Planning Permit was formally communicated to CTS by CMDA 

only on 05.11.2014.

As agreed earlier, A9 L&T submitted variation documents, which included the 

bribe payment to the sum of Rs.12 Crores and the amount of Rs.3.2 Crores paid to 

the liaison consultant to get the Planning Permit along with the items of works 

actually carried out at the site. On 13.01.2015, A2 Srimanikandan sent an e-mail to 

Tr.Gordon J. Coburn by enclosing an abstract for the payment to be made along with 

the detailed variation claims in excel format. The e-mail contains break-up for 

Rs.48.80Crores, which includes, Rs.26.20 Crores for the actual works executed at 

the site and Rs.22.60 Crores has been mentioned as statutory approvals. The final 

approved amount is Rs.47.3 crores. However, later an amount of Rs. 12 Crores was 

added by the CTS in the name of “Architectural enrichment”. The amount finally 

arrived at Rs.59.38Crores includes Rs.47.3 crores for changes executed at site and 

Rs. 12 crores for architectural enrichment.

In order to create justification and to hide the payment of bribe, A4 CTS and 

A9 L&T rearranged the items of work and newly introduced 44 items in the name of 

variation works roughly the same amount. Even though the CTS Infrastructure Team 

initially rejected 29 items out of 54 items mentioned in the variation claim, the A4 

CTS found to have paid Rs.59.38 Crores to A9 L&T in order to reimburse the bribe 

amount of Rs. 12 Crores already paid by the L&T to the officials of CMDA and 

concerned Ministry.

The above payments were made by A4 CTS toA9 L&T based on the various 

false and concocted bills and invoices created during the period between 26.03.2015 

and 22.09.2015.

In April 2016, the Cognizant Board of Directors made an internal audit of CTS 

Chennai office and a series of material misstatements and omissions made by 

Cognizant’s senior executives that concealed a bribery scheme at the core of the 

company’s business were unearthed by the audit team. The Department of Justice 
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(the “DOJ”) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) of USA 

investigations confirm that Cognizant’s Top executives directly participated in a 

criminal bribery scheme to obtain essential permits for critical SEZ facilities, and that 

these executives falsified Cognizant’s SEC filings and Sustainability Reports in order 

to facilitate that scheme.

In 2019, the Department of Justice and Securities and Exchange Commission 

(the “SEC”) of USA took up the matter and framed charges against M/s. Cognizant 

Technology Solutions Corporation represented by its officials namely, Coburn and 

Schwartz and also the marginally noted A2 Srimanikandan and A3 Sridhar 

Thiruvengadam. The charge pertaining to the construction of KITS campus is that 

in2014 Cognizant authorized its contractor (L&T) to pay a $2 million bribe to a senior 

government official for the issuance of a planning permit for a project in Chennai, 

India. The payment, along with a scheme to conceal a $2.5 million reimbursement to 

the contractor (L&T), was authorized by two senior executives at Cognizant’s U.S. 

headquarters. The unlawful payments were paid from Cognizant India’s bank 

accounts and were not accurately reflected in Cognizant’s consolidated books and 

records. During the relevant period Cognizant also failed to devise and maintain a 

sufficient system of internal accounting controls at its corporate headquarters and at 

Cognizant India. Cognizant voluntarily disclosed this misconduct to the Commission 

staff and timely shared the facts developed during the course of an internal 

investigation by the audit committee of its board. The Cognizant paid disgorgement 

of $16,394,351, prejudgment interest of $2,773,017, and a civil monetary penalty of 

$6,000,000 to the Securities and Exchange Commission, USA.

It is revealed from the disclosure made by Tr.Nandakumar and 

Tr.Nagasubramanian mentioned above that the then Minister for Housing and Urban 

Development deliberately delayed the approval of the Planning Permit in order to 

facilitate the demand of bribe during the month of March 2014.

The payments made by A9 L&T to various vendor/supplier companies did not 

tally with the supplies/service said to have made by them and also there are lot of 

discrepancies found in the amounts claimed in the bills which categorically 

established that those bills could have created later on by L&T with a view to 

suppress the payment of bribe. Out of the total 1613 vendors/suppliers of L&T 

pertaining to the construction of KITS Campus, who said to have supplied 

materials/workmanship/sub-contract, the following companies namely, 1) 
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M/s.StoneZebero, 2) M/s.Sacistha Granite, 3)M/s.Em.Em.Em.Decors, 4) M/s.Arihant 

Enterprises, 5) M/s.Focus Infra Solutions, 6) M/s.Velavan Agency are to be 

thoroughly explored as payments were made to those companies even after the final 

payment of CTS made to L&T in February 2016.

In view of the facts mentioned above on the basis of enquiry, there are 

grounds to believe that the marginally noted accused A2 Srimanikandan, A3 Sridhar 

Thiruvengadam of CTS, and A5 Ramesh, A6 K.Kannan, A7 M.V.Sathish and A8 

S.N.Subramanianof L&T entered into criminal conspiracy to bribe the officials of 

CMDA and officials of Housing and Urban Development department and the then 

Minister for Housing and Urban Developmentin order to get the approval of Planning 

Permit. In pursuance of the said conspiracy an amount of Rs. 12 Crores was paid by 

way of bribe to the unknown officials of CMDA and unknown officials of Housing and 

Urban Development department and the then Minister for Housing and Urban 

Development, thereby the marginally noted accused A1, being the unknown officials 

of CMDA and unknown officials of Housing and Urban Development department and 

the then Minister for Housing and Urban Development, A2 Srimanikandan, A3 

SridharThiruvengadam, A4 M/s Cognizant Technology solutions Pvt. Ltd., India, A5 

Ramesh, A6 Kannan, A7 M.V.Sathish, A8 S.N.Subramanian and A9 M/s. Larsen & 

Toubro Ltd. India are suspected to have committed offences punishable under 

section 120B IPC and Section 7,12,13(2) r/w13(1)(d) of the Prevention of Corruption 

Act, 1988 for which I am authorized to register F I R.

Therefore, I register a case as per the memorandum of DVAC in DE 

22/2021/CMDA/CC-III, dt.13.03.2023, against the accused A1 to A9 in V&AC CC-III 

Cr.No.2/2023/AC/CC-lll, U/s Sections 120B IPC and 7, 12, 13(2) r/w13 (1) (d) of the 

Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 on 20.03.2023 at 1100 hrs.

The original FIR is forwarded to the Court of Honourable Special Judge for 

Cases under Prevention of Corruption Act, Chennai and copies to the officers 

concerned. I ।

jDeputy Superintendent of Ponce '
Vigilance and Anti-Corruption

Chennai City-Ill
Alandur, Chennai-600 016
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